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Dear SPSA members


On February 2 & 3, the SVPW Annual Congress took place in Basel – finally as an in-
person event again. We would like to thank the organising committee once again for the
great event.


Online you will find the minutes of the General Assembly as well as the President’s Annual
Report 2022. The next annual congress will take place on February 8 & 9, 2024, at the
University of St. Gallen - save the date!


We would like to draw your attention to the call for proposals for a special issue of the
Swiss Political Science Review (SPSR) to be published in June or September 2024. The
deadline for submitting your proposal is March 15th, 2023. (More information.)


This month, Andreas Ladner passed away. Our condolences go to his family and friends.
He was a long-time SPSA member and former board member. We would like to honor his
contributions to the Swiss political science with an obituary from IDHEAP.
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Obituary of Andreas Ladner (1958-2023)


It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Andreas Ladner, a respected and
admired professor of  administrative and political science at IDHEAP, University of
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Lausanne. A gifted teacher and scholar, our colleague had a true passion for political
institutions and their relationship to public administration. Generations of students have 
appreciated his availability and dedication.


Andreas Ladner's academic career has been exemplary since he received his Ph.D. in
Sociology from the University of Zurich with a dissertation on Swiss municipalities. He was
awarded the Venia Docendi in Political Science at the University of Berne in 2002 for his
postdoctoral thesis entitled "Stabilität und Wandel von Parteiensystemen - Eine
vergleichende Analyse von Konfliktlinien, Parteien und Parteiensystemen in den
Schweizer Kantonen".


From 2003 to 2006 he was Assistant Professor at the Competence Center for Public
Management at the University of Berne. In 2006, he joined the Swiss Graduate School of
Public Administration (IDHEAP), in charge of the teaching and research unit in
administrations and institutions. Since 2014, he has been one of the architects of the
successful integration of IDHEAP into the University of Lausanne, notably by assuming
the function of Director of the Institute and Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Law, Criminal
Sciences and Public Administration between 2016 and 2020. In this role, but also as a
researcher and teacher, Andreas Ladner has contributed enormously to the national and
international impact of IDHEAP, our Faculty and the University of Lausanne in general.


Andreas Ladner was a prolific researcher and author, publishing numerous articles and
books on a wide range of topics in political science and public administration. Recently,
together with some colleagues, he completed two books: Swiss Public Administration:
Making the State Work Successfully (Ladner et al. 2019) and The Politics of Public
Administration (Ladner and Sager 2022). This shows how much of an expert he was on
political and administrative reform, federalism, and the relationship between cantons and
municipalities. Political institutions, parties, and online voting tools were also areas of
research he was interested in.


For many years, Andreas Ladner oversaw the global monitoring of Swiss municipalities,
which was carried out through several waves of surveys of municipal secretaries and
municipal executives. Together with other colleagues, he has also developed an index of
local self-government in the European Union. Andreas Ladner has led numerous research
projects funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation or the European Union. These
projects have focused on political parties, institutional change, participation in local
politics, and e-democracy. Most recently, he worked on a project on the organization of
Swiss political parties at the national, cantonal, and local levels.


In addition, Andreas Ladner had a gift for communication that made him a respected
commentator in both the German- and French-speaking media in Switzerland. He was
known for his ability to provide insightful analysis that was valued by both political parties
and public administrations at all levels of the federal system. His expertise and opinions
were highly valued by those who sought his insights.


We will remember him as a colleague, a friend who brought us much through his extreme
kindness, his ease of contact, his imagination. Losing him plunges us into a sadness that
cannot be alleviated by the prospect of cultivating his academic legacy. All of us at
IDHEAP send our thoughts and sincere condolences to his wife, children, and family.
   


DeFacto







DeFacto is the platform for the dissemination of Swiss political science research. DeFacto
features short versions of papers published in scientific journals, summaries of book
chapters and other research reports, as well as analyses and commentaries written
especially for the platform, in connection with current events. The platform is available to
all researchers in political science and related disciplines. Get in touch if you have an
interesting publication that you would like to make known to a wider audience!


Recently published: Kulturverhalten in der Schweiz: die «Allesfresser» im Vormarsch, by
Sebastian Weingartner und Jörg Rössel
https://www.defacto.expert/2023/01/04/kulturverhalten-in-der-schweiz-die-allesfresser-im-
vormarsch/
(D & F)


Obituary of Andreas Ladner, by the editorial staff and editorial board of DeFacto:
https://www.defacto.expert/2023/02/14/in-gedenken-an-prof-dr-andreas-ladner/


More about DeFacto
   


General Information


Dreiländertagung, 11.-13. September 2023, Linz: Call for Papers and Panels verlängert
bis zum 10. März 2023. Weitere Informationen.


Call for Question Contributions: MOSAiCH 2024


Scholars are invited to propose questions for the follow-up survey administered after the
ISSP 2024 survey focusing on ‘Digital Societies’. Successful proposals will be fielded in
spring 2024. The deadline for submissions is Monday April 24 2023. More information.


Call for Abstracts: INDES. Zeitschrift für Politik und Gesellschaft, H. 3/2023 «Weniger».
Weitere Informationen.
   


Events


15. Aarauer Demokratietage – Klimakrise und Demokratie, Donnerstag, 30. März
2023


9.00 bis 17.30 Uhr: Wissenschaftliche Konferenz, mit Anmeldung
18.00 bis 20.00 Uhr: Publikumsanlass, ohne Anmeldung


Der Klimawandel stellt eine der grössten Herausforderungen unserer Zeit dar. Was ist
nötig, um vernünftige Lösungsvorschläge zu entwickeln und auf demokratischem Weg zu
legitimieren? Diese und weitere brennende Fragen sollen an den Aarauer
Demokratietagen 2023 interdisziplinär diskutiert werden.


Programm und Anmeldung für die wissenschaftliche Konferenz.


 


Universität St. Gallen (HSG), Department of Political Science: SNIS Conference
‘International Organization(s) in Crisis’, St. Gallen, 13-14 June 2023. Further information
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on the conference and its theme.


Annual Congress of the Swiss Political Science Association, University of St. Gallen,
8-9 February 2024


   


Awards


Universität St. Gallen (HSG) / School of Economics and Political Science


Elsa Clara Massoc's paper was selected in the collection of Socio-Economic Review’s all-
time 20 most appreciated articles: «Taxing stock transfers in the first golden age of
financial capitalism: political salience and the limits on the power of finance.» In: Socio-
Economic Review, Volume 17, Issue 3, July 2019, pp. 503–522.
   


Projects


Kompetenzzentrum für Public Management (KPM), Universität Bern


Anna Malandrino (PI): Enhancing Compliance Capacity in Public Organizations (ECCO).
SNF Project.
   


Books


Institut für Politikwissenschaft, Universität Bern


Flick Witzig, Martina und Adrian Vatter (2023). Direkte Demokratie in den Gemeinden.
Basel: NZZ Libro, Schwabe Verlagsgruppe AG.


 


Kompetenzzentrum für Public Management (KPM), Universität Bern


Hadorn, Susanne (2022). Network Management and Governance in Policy
Implementation. The Case of Smoking Prevention Programs. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.


Hornung, Johanna (2022). The Institutions of Programmatic Action. Policy Programs in
French and German Health Policy. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan.


Malandrino, Anna (2023). Migrant Languages in Education: Problems, Policies, and
Politics. Se-ries: Studies in the Political Economy of Public Policy. Cham: Palgrave
Macmillan.


 


Institut d'études politiques, Université de Lausanne


Papadopoulos, Yannis (2023). Understanding Accountability in Democratic Governance.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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IDHEAP, Université de Lausanne


Brunner, Dunia (2022). Vers une économie circulaire durable en Suisse. Fribourg :
Academic Press Fribourg.


Ladner, Andreas, and Fritz Sager (eds.). 2022. Handbook on the politics of public
administration edited by Andreas Ladner, Fritz Sager. Cheltenham UK, Northampton MA
USA: Edward Elgar Publishing.


 


IDHEAP & Universität St. Gallen (HSG) / School of Economics and Political Science


Bonoli, Giuliano and Patrick Emmenegger (eds.) (2022): Collective Skill Formation in the
Knowledge Economy. Oxford: Oxford University Press.


   


Dissertations


Institut für Politikwissenschaft, Universität Bern


Steffen Wamsler: «The Social Integration Framework and National Identity - Relative
Deprivation, Social Trust and Pandemic Threat» (Supervisor: Markus Freitag)


Valon Hasanaj: «Jointly Addressing the Three Red Waves: Poverty, Inequality, and
Climate Change» (Supervisor: Isabelle Stadelmann-Steffen)


 


IDHEAP, Université de Lausanne


Ada Bernier: «L’externalisation du service public au niveau communal» (Superviseur:
Andreas Ladner)


Auriane Marmier: «Essays on Open Government Data» (Superviseur: Tobias Mettler)


Mia Gandenberger: «Understanding migrant deservingness in multi-ethnic societies»
(Superviseur: Giuliano Bonoli)


 


Universität St. Gallen (HSG) / School of Economics and Political Science


Ciaran O'Flynn: «Does Depoliticization Work? An Examination of Global Financial and
Taxation Governance» (Supervisor: Tina Freyburg)


T. Simon Herr: «Rethinking Climate Responsibility – From Theory to Measurement to
Practice.» (Supervisor: Klaus Dingwerth)


Iva Mihaylova: «Elites, Chiefs and Diversity: The Political Economy of Deforestation in
Africa» (Supervisor: Guido Cozzi)


Christian Pfeiffer: «Geoeconomics (re-)conceptualized: A neoliberal approach»
(Supervisor: Dirk Lehmkuhl)







Daniel F. Unterweger:«Globalization, technological change, and state intervention in
coordinated capitalism: The political economy of state-led vocational training policies»
(Supervisor: Patrick Emmenegger)
   


Jobs


You can find all job advertisements here.
   


Administratives / Kontakt


Please notify us of a change of postal or e-mail address: office.assp@bluewin.ch


SVPW
Geschäftsstelle / Mitgliederverwaltung
Postfach
CH-3000 Bern
Tel. 031 332 33 61
office.assp@bluewin.ch
www.svpw-assp.ch


   


As always, you will find links to Call for papers here.


Kind regards from Bern and see you soon,


Karin Ingold, Isabelle-Stadelmann-Steffen & Manuela Liem


PS: We write to you here in English because you have indicated that this is your language
of correspondence. If you would like to receive the newsletter in French or German in the
future, please let Monika Spinatsch know.
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